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Multi-purpose approach of transparency in fisheries
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Increase public availability and 
credibility of basic information 
on a country’s fisheries sector 

to support participatory governance

Provide real-time, technology-
supported information on 
activities of fishing vessels 
to identify illicit behaviour

Increase information to trace fish 
through the entire supply chain 

(‘from sea to plate’) 
to strengthen consumer confidence

etc. etc.

Management
of fisheries by
governments

Compliance 
of fishing 
activities

Authenticate 
seafood in 

supply chains
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Fisheries Transparency Initiative (FiTI)
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The FiTI is a global multi-stakeholder 
partnership that supports coastal 

countries in increasing the 
accessibility, credibility and usability

of national marine fisheries 
management information.

As of July 2023
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Transparency for sustainable fisheries
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Transparency as the bedrock for MCS activities
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▪ Provides context of national fisheries

▪ Allows dialogue and exchange of information

▪ Improves data quality

▪ Enables stakeholders to understand and 
even contribute to MCS activities →
integrated, cost-effective MCS solutions

▪ Builds trust and provides accountability of 
MCS activities
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Seychelles is also the host country of the FiTI 
International Headquarter

Implementing country

Seychelles is committed to implement the FiTI 
Standard and is currently recognized as a FiTI 

Candidate country

Seychelles was the first country ever to publish 
an annual FiTI Report

Host country

Seychelles and the Fisheries Transparency Initiative (FiTI)



www.sfa.sc

Prior to FiTI: Significant lack of fisheries transparency

▪ Seychelles not data deficient, but lacked easy public access to fisheries 
information

▪ Spirit of ‘reactive transparency’ instead of ‘proactive transparency’ 
within Seychelles Fishing Authority

▪ Confidentiality and other legal issues prevented the publication of 
information/contracts

▪ Improvements needed on data quality (e.g. financial information)

▪ Led to misunderstandings (rumours) and underappreciation of fisheries 
by general public

Since 2020, Seychelles is publishing annual FiTI Reports!
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Transparency in action: Fishing Access Agreements
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Transparency in action: Licenses for sea cumber fisheries
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Transparency in action: Fisheries law enforcement (1/2)



www.sfa.sc

Transparency in action: Fisheries law enforcement (2/2)
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Next steps

Continuous improvements of transparency through 
implementation of FiTI National Multi-Stakeholder 
recommendations

Regular information provision to the general public 
through new Fisheries Management Information System 
(FIMS)

Improved collaboration with other FiTI countries in the 
Western Indian Ocean region, e.g. Madagascar



www.sfa.sc

Thank you for your attention!

Contact: Sven Biermann (sbiermann@fiti.global)
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