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Fisheries is dangerous and can be abusive
…trapped at sea in a world of 

exploitation, abuse, and isolation...



Safety – abuse – IUU fishing 



What did the 
evidence show 
us?

Multiple crimes 
were common. 



BUAH NAGA NO. 1

An example is the BUAH NAGA NO. 1, a Malaysian 
registered vessel, that was boarded and inspected in 
2018 by Tanzanian authorities. 











Shang Fu and Nata 2



What do we learn from these cases?



The three treaties 
approach:

PSMA
C188
CTA



Training MCS officials in the three treaties 





No Indicator Low Medium High 

8

Is the crew at risk of 

human rights abuse 

or modern-day 

slavery?

• Nationality of crew

from known low-risk

countries

• Vessel built in the last

5 years assumed to

be in good condition

• Vessel known for

good labour

conditions

• Nationality of crew from

known high-risk countries

• Vessel old and standard of

cabins and living quarters

questionable

• Vessel, owner, or operator

suspected to pay below

acceptable minimum

salaries to crew

• Reports of abuse from crew

via social media or through

official calls for help

• Vessel, owner, or operator

linked to crew abuse in last

3-5 years (including not

paying wages)

The Risk Matrix – an indicator for crew abuse 
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