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RFMOs for highly migratory fish stocks (tuna and associated species)

RFMOs for non-tuna species

Regional fisheries management organisations of which the EU is a member

CCSBT Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna

IATTC/IDCP Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission / International Dolphin Conservation Program

ICCAT International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas

WCPFC Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission

IOTC Indian Ocean Tuna Commission

CCAMLR Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources

CCBSP Convention on the Conservation and Management of Pollock Resources in the Central 
Bering Sea

GFCM General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean

NEAFC North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission

NASCO North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organisation

NAFO North-West Atlantic Fisheries Organisation

NPFC North Pacific Fisheries Commission

SEAFO South-East Atlantic Fisheries Organisation

SPRFMO South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation

SIOFA South Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement
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Regional fisheries management organisations 
(RFMOs) are international bodies formed 
by non-EU countries and international 
organisations (i.e. the EU) with fishing 
interests in the same region or in the same 
(group of) species. Within these bodies, non-
EU countries and the EU collectively set 
forth science-based binding measures such 
as catch and fishing-effort limits, technical 
measures and control obligations to ensure 
conservation, along with ensuring the fair 
and sustainable management of shared 
marine resources.

Today, the majority of the world’s seas are 
covered by RFMOs. They can broadly be 
divided into RFMOs that manage only highly 
migratory fish stocks, mainly tuna, and RFMOs 
that manage other fish stocks (i.e. pelagic or 
demersal). The collective efforts and work 
of RFMOs mean that stocks have improved 
significantly over the past few years. Under 
the external policy of the common fisheries 
policy (CFP), one of the main objectives of 
the EU is to contribute to sustainable fishing 
and support scientific knowledge in RFMOs.

RFMOs are open both to the coastal states 
of a region and to countries that fish or 
have other fisheries-related interests in 
that region. Represented by the European 
Commission, the EU plays an active role in five 
tuna RFMOs, 13 non-tuna RFMOs, regional 
fisheries bodies that have a purely advisory 
role and other organisations. This makes the 
EU the most prominent actor in RFMOs and 
fisheries bodies worldwide.


